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I. Opening Remarks

Dr. Becich explained his decades long interest in the science of Tissue Banking and noted that, at long last, translational science (from bench to bedside) is taking center stage on the national level. With Pitt being the ‘hub’ site, and having collaborated with NYU and U Penn on NMVB for over five years, and before that, on other Tissue Banking initiatives focused on prostate, breast, melanoma and other more prevalent diseases. The Prostate bank (CPCTR) took five years, and the NMVB came up in 18 months.
Noting that the CDC approved the NMVB request for expansion in our recently submitted renewal application, Dr. Becich offered: “It is not a ‘coincidence’ that the NMVB identified Mount Sinai School of Medicine (MSSM) and the International Insulators Union has recognized MSSM institutions long interest in mesothelioma.” He is pleased that the NMVB will be the linkage between Dr’s Levine and Andrew Todd and the MSSM clinical and pathology departments. Accruals will increase by approximately 30 cases a year as a result of the expansion. In addition, a fourth Tissue Micro Array will be available to researchers from the MSSM cases.

Dr. Pass suggested the robustness of these annual F2F meetings could be expanded if there were more clinicians present. Dr. Becich concurred and explained the sites are” ‘self-paying’; the choke hold for us is finance and surgeon’s schedules.”

II. Introductions
Individuals provided their own introductions.

III. NMVB Site Presentations 

Accruals are up with the inclusion of the GI team. There are now 18 doctors listed on the UPMC NMVB consent form. Dr. Becich explained the Simons Foundations support of the Mesothelioma Specialty Care Center which provides for a dedicated Nurse Coordinator (Patty Williams).

The resource has fulfilled 16 Letters of Intent (LOI) to date. Dr. Becich explained: “Tissue Micro Arrays (TMA’s) with their associated data annotations are very valuable research tools.” Biomedical informatics tools have improved data collection methods, and query capabilities through semantic web technologies in OWL format.
There is strong evidence that the NMVB network is counted on by the meso community. The Meso SPORE application recently submitted received a score of 37; if it proves successful; the NMVB will expand to more sites. The Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation has been a valued partner from the inception.

Joan Karr asked if there is an optimum number of collaborators. Dr. Becich advised that there are currently 5 or 6 other academic health centers (UCLA, Chicago and MD Anderson come to mind) that would provide a broader geographic representation. Dr. Becich further explained there is ‘high impact stuff coming “, and named Mike Lotze as an investigator looking into mesothelioma DNA studies.

Dr. Becich added “There has been no complaints about the quality of the specimens provided, but noted there are some missing data fields that, without consent, cannot be obtained.
Dr. Pass noted that commercial companies have benefited from the resources and named Rosetta Genomics as a case in point.
Sara Felknor asked about Intellectual Property Value, to which Dr. Becich replied: “We don’t want to put barriers up between institutions.”He also noted Roger Day (U Pitt DBMI) provides statistical expertise to investigators to refine their requests for the LOI.

Dr. Feldman explained U Penn’s tissue procurement is a ‘whole day event’ with multiple interactions between tissue bank and surgical team. 
 
Process of disease progression was briefly described in response to a question posed by Joan Karr. Dr. Feldman explained that generally, the tumor encases the lung and grows but can metastasize and invade the chest wall, abdomen and more distant sites. Normally a single collection yields ‘enormous quantity’. It was noted that not all patients are surgical candidates; other non-surgical therapies include chemo and radiation therapies and terapeutic throacentesis (to relieve the symptoms of fluid accumulation) may be performed.





IV. Specimens Relinquished to Law Firms

A brief discussion ensued concerning the current requirements to provide all specimens to law firms when legal action has commenced (85% of cases) thereby significantly reducing the availability of biospecimens for research purposes. Joy Wheeler (Simons) explained her interest in leading a ‘Call to Action’ which would encourage law firms to return the specimens after an appropriate time. Dr. Becich explained there are concerns with this, not the least of which is quality assurance, he noted that paraffin is useful and agreed ‘we should do it’. Terry Lynch expressed his dismay at tissues remaining in law firms. Dr. Becich explained that the NMVB, through the power of partnership can now provide these rare meso specimens to approved researchers. When Dr. Feldman noted “Normal is still hard to get” Dr. Pass suggested he tell Dr. Joe Friedberg “to get normal peritoneal”.


V. Future Strategies to enhance NMVB


Dr. Becich explained that the Insulators Union, in conjunction with the NMVB would like to look into a ‘patient driven network’. Joan Karr believes that falls within the scope of work and would leverage the partnership. Dr. Karr requests something in writing and noted that any changes to the budget would need to be approved. Dr. Becich assured, there would be no change of cost to the Program. Dr. Becich hopes the SPORE funding will come through and NMVB can bring up UCLA or UCSF or Chicago at ‘cost neutral to the program’.

Both Dr. Becich and Dr. Karr noted an ‘Education Program’ would be an important consideration to focus on as well.

VI. Additional NMVB benefits

· “NYU gets to be educated; to see what is novel through the LOI process.”
· “Clinicians are interested in the LIO process and collaborations start to blossom.”
Harvey Pass, PI and Surgeon, NYU

· “Three surgeons were recruited to U Pitt” because of the availability of research material” 
· “New method for sharing microarray data which increases the complexities of the scientific inquiry. “
· “Capstone of NMVB; being asked to submit to the SPORE program which might provide significant funding.”
· “Bringing together a critical mass of people.”
· “A $1mm CDC investment yields multiple millions of investment institutionally.”
Michael Becich, PI, Pathologist and DBMI Chair

· “Twenty years ago there was no place for patients to go, the quality of clinical care, though scarce, is so much better.”
Terry Lynch, VP International Insulators Union

· “There is nothing in the intramural program that remotely relates to mesothelioma”
Ainsley Weston, PhD Nat’l Institute for Occupational Safety & Health
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